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Observers of Queensland politics could be forgiven for thinking only one issue 
occupied the state's public sphere in the latter half of 2005: the management (or 
mismanagement) of health policy. Indeed, the allegations that an allegedly negligent, 
overseas-trained surgeon caused numerous patient deaths at Bundaberg Hospital (first 
raised in April 2005 — see previous chronicle) were so convulsive in their effect on the 
public mood that we may remember 2005's "Dr Death" saga as the principal turning 
point downwards in the electoral fortunes of Premier Peter Beattie. Moreover, 
damaging accusations of a "culture" of secrecy within Queensland Health that 
obfuscated evidence of malpractice directly or indirectly spawned a series of 
significant events, including four inquiries (of which three were judicial), a ministerial 
dismissal, two lost by-elections, a reformed Liberal-National coalition and, of course, a 
collapse in the government's and the Premier's public opinion leads. 
The Economy 
The state of the Queensland economy, while generally good, was perhaps less sanguine 
than many had hoped. While unemployment mid-year stood at just 3.9 per cent, then 
the second lowest in the nation (Courier-Mail, 8 July 2006), by year's close it once 
again had climbed toward 5 per cent (http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs%40.nsf/mf/6202.0) . 
Inflation, too, proved challenging, with the consumer price index increasing 0.8 
percentage points in the December quarter (http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/ 
 
abs%40.nsf/mf/6401.0). In recording increases above the national average in food, alcohol, 
housing, services and recreation, Brisbane officially overtook Melbourne as Australia's 
second least-affordable city, after Sydney. The government could take some pride, 
however, in its recalculated budget surplus of $3 billion, derived largely from higher 
than expected state revenues (Courier-Mail, 6 July 2006). Figures also indicated 
Queensland remained something of a "powerhouse" economy: the state's consumption 
and, with it, government expenditure, grew at 3.5 per cent over the previous year, more 
than double the national average of 1.5 per cent, and more than triple the remaining 
states' mean of 1.1 per cent growth (Courier-Mail, 15 July 2005). Kudos for a robust 
economy appeared to be lost, however, on the bubbling issues outlined below. 
Health — Beattie's Nightmare 
The period began, and ended, with health policy looming large in the electorate's 
consciousness. By July, twin inquiries were underway into the so-called "Dr Death" 
crisis: a Royal Commission headed by Tony Morris QC, and a departmental inquiry 
into the workings of the Queensland Health headed by Peter Forster (see previous 
chronicle). It was to the former that most media attention and, with it, the severest 
public angst was drawn. In a seemingly endless trickle of woe played out before the 
daily media, "whistleblower" nurses and former patients alike testified to their own 
suffering, maladministration and other failings of public health in Bundaberg and, by 
inference, in any number of other regional centres. From the Commission's earliest 
days, it became clear that battle lines would be drawn between three warring camps in 
this saga: Commissioner Morris (with patient support groups' endorsement), the 
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bureaucracy, and the ministry. Each party thereafter hurled claim and counter-claim as 
to who was ultimately culpable, contretemps made all the more ugly when further 
allegations of health mismanagement arose, including allegations that a fake 
psychiatrist had been allowed to practise in Townsville, and claims that patients were 
dying unnecessarily in Brisbane hospitals due to a lack of resources (Courier-Mail, 3 
August; 9 August 2005). Morris soon asserted the need to reform, and indeed reduce, 
the Health Department's non-medical bureaucracy, with one witness suggesting that 
the roots of the current health crisis emerged when bureaucrats first referred to patients 
as "clients" (Courier-Mail, 2-3 July 2005). When Beattie appeared to agree, Director-
General of Health, Steve Buckland, lambasted the Premier for not supporting the 
public service (Courier-Mail, 13 July 2005). Similar tensions also emerged between 
the Premier and the Commissioner: when Morris suggested he may take the Inquiry to 
other regional centres, Beattie stated he wanted the Commission to wind up by the end 
of September. In response to accusations the root problem was a dearth of trained 
medical personnel, Beattie pledged an extra $444 million to train new doctors at 
Griffith University's Gold Coast campus (Courier-Mail, 2-3 July 2005). But money 
seemed to do little to assuage community concerns, with many senior doctors resigning 
from the state system in August over poor salaries, and with claims that hospital 
waiting lists were more three times longer than "official" figures suggested (Courier-
Mail, 12 August). Beattie then adopted a bizarre response in suggesting the public must 
accept responsibility for a stretched health system: he claimed obese and smoking 
Queenslanders, failing to look after their own health, unnecessarily burdened the state 
system (Courier-Mail, 15 August 2005). Beattie's wife, Heather — a Ph.D. qualified 
nurse educator — herself made amusing headlines. When cornered by journalists and 
asked to defend her practice of giving informal advice on health policy to her husband, 
Dr Beattie replied, "Well maybe I could stop sleeping with the Premier" (Courier-
Mail, 18 August 2005). Peter Beattie, red-faced and giggly, ended the interview. 
Undoubtedly, the two figures to feel the Commissioner's sting most acutely were 
bureaucrats Darren Keating and Peter Leck, with the former lodging papers with the 
Supreme Court on 7 July — and the latter doing the same on 20 July — in a bid to 
close down the Inquiry. To the surprise of most, on 1 September, Supreme Court 
Justice Martin Moynihan agreed with Keating and Leck that Commissioner Morris had 
indeed demonstrated "apprehended bias" against witnesses (Courier-Mail, 2 September 
2005). The Morris Royal Commission was then terminated. In response, Premier 
Beattie, painfully aware of the monetary cost of the Inquiry to date, unilaterally 
decided not to challenge Justice Moynihan's findings and, more importantly, refused to 
begin another Commission. In a bid to mute the expected public outcry, Beattie 
pledged instead a six point plan, with special provisions for the Crime and Misconduct 
Commission (CMC) to continue investigations into allegations of misconduct, and for 
streamlined patient compensation outside the judicial system. But the Premier's 
advisers undoubtedly under-estimated the public outrage at the Commission's 
premature termination, and it appeared the Premier was making policy "on-the-run". 
On 6 September, for example, Beattie was forced to announce a new (or rather 
continued) investigation — The Queensland Public Hospitals Commission of Inquiry 
— with retired Court of Appeals Justice Geoff Davies as it head. From its inception, 
the Davies Inquiry marked itself as wholly different from its predecessor and heard 
testimony with little fanfare. When Commissioner Davies submitted his own report on 
30 November, there was little to surprise. Davies urged the prosecution of Keating and 
Leck, the hospital administrators who, it was claimed, "failed to take action" against Dr 
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Jayant Patel when suspicions of his lack of medical skill were first raised (Courier-
Mail, 1 December 2005). But Davies also fired salvos at the government, with a charge 
that cabinet had developed a culture of "concealment" that allowed senior bureaucrats, 
especially in Health, to "shelve bad news" (Courier-Mail, 1 December 2005). 
Interestingly, while Davies was specific in his claim that this cabinet — and previous 
administrations — had abused Freedom of Information (FOI) provisions, and that this 
was contrary to the public interest, he stopped short of recommending FOI legislative 
amendments. While Gordon Nuttall (Health Minister during the first public revelations 
of Patel) was, as expected, rebuked by Davies for being "misleading, unreasonable and 
careless" (see below), former Health Minister, Wendy Edmond, was also admonished 
for her part in a "cover-up" (Courier-Mail, 1 December 2005). 
The parallel Forster Inquiry was almost forgotten until Forster submitted a 300 page 
interim report on 1 August, finding that Queensland Health was "dysfunctional". When 
Forster submitted his final report on 30 September, he recommended the state's health 
system needed a cash injection of around $1.5 billion to meet par (Courier-Mail, 1 
October 2005). Forster, in effect, delivered an ultimatum to this, and future, state 
governments: either eschew their long-held predilection for low tax status and create a 
sound health system, or continue governments' previous pragmatism and wear the 
political consequences of a crumbling social infrastructure. 
Gordon Nuttall 
The health crisis also caused wider collateral damage for the Government. On 8 July, at 
a parliamentary Estimates Committee hearing, Minister Health Nuttall testified that he 
only became aware of concerns about Patel when allegations against the surgeon 
became public. But senior Health Department bureaucrat Dr John Scott provided the 
Committee with contrary evidence, claiming his Minister had indeed been aware of 
Patel for some time (Courier-Mail, 9-10 July 2005). In what many later judged to be a 
major error in the Premier's political judgement, Beattie initially refused to stand 
Nuttall down as he referred to the CMC claims Nuttall had lied to a parliamentary 
committee — technically a crime under the state's Criminal Code with a maximum 
penalty of seven years' imprisonment. Instead, the Premier — amid a wider cabinet 
reshuffle (see below) — merely shunted Nuttall sideways into the Primary Industries 
portfolio. Public pressure continued, however, and, when a CMC Inquiry into Nuttall's 
evidence began on 26 August, Nuttall agreed to stand down from the ministry. 
Amazingly, as the CMC Inquiry drew on over fifteen weeks, Beattie's patience wore 
thin and, in a fit of pique, he unilaterally brought Nuttall back to Primary Industries in 
late October, despite the CMC having not yet reported. When the CMC did report on 7 
December, it found that Nuttall had deceived the parliament, and recommended that 
criminal proceedings be considered against him Opposition Leader Lawrence 
Springborg demanded the matter now be reported to police, but Beattie instead 
declared that parliament would decide Nuttall's fate. As expected, Labor's 
parliamentary majority ensured Nuttall escaped criminal proceedings, with Beattie 
suggesting his minister's resignation equalled the "highest possible price" (Courier-
Mail, 8 December 2005). Importantly, Nuttall, for the first time, apologised and 
admitted that his testimony at the Committee hearing had been "careless" (Courier-
Mail, 10 December 2005). 
Cabinet Reshuffle — New Faces 
Following Mackenroth's departure, Beattie appointed himself Treasurer and Minister 
for Sport, a move the media reported — somewhat prematurely — as a naked and 
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unprecedented power grab by the Premier. Deputy Premier Anna Bligh was appointed 
to a new "super" Ministry of Finance (a new portfolio), State Development and Trade, 
with authority over government-owned corporations. Interestingly, it was reported that 
Bligh (from the left) would continue to enjoy cross-factional support as Deputy only 
until the next election (Courier-Mail, 25 July 2005). Linda Lavarch became 
Queensland's first woman Attorney-General, and Stephen Robertson accepted Health 
with a vow to rebuild the department. But a more interesting story was developing 
within the Beattie's own Labor Unity faction. It was widely reported that Beattie's 
preferred candidate for cabinet promotion was Neil Roberts, a man defeated not once 
but twice: when Pat Purcell, as Labor Unity's candidate for the ministry, was elected to 
the Small Business portfolio; and, months later, when factional colleague Tim 
Mulherin was elected to the Primary Industries spot vacated by Nuttall. Media reports 
concluded that Roberts's dual failure was an indication that Beattie's influence within 
his own faction was under threat. Labor Unity powerbroker and Housing Minister 
Robert Schwarten, however, strongly refuted this suggestion and insisted Beattie's 
authority across the party remained intact. 
Public Opinion — Where Did All the Flowers Go? 
No one seemed particularly surprised when, in the wake of the "Dr Death" saga, the 
public opinion standing of both the Premier and the government declined. What did 
surprise, however, was the rapidity — and the extent — of the collapse. As late as 
April 2005 the Australian Labor Party (ALP) still commanded 47 per cent of the 
primary vote (http://www.newspolLcontau/cgi-bin/displaypoll_data.p1) . But by July-August, 
on the heels of the first damaging reports from Bundaberg Hospital, Labor had dropped 
seven points to 40 per cent primary support. While creeping back to 41 per cent in 
August-September, by year's end the government had returned to 40 per cent. Yet the 
Liberal and National parties did not appear to benefit directly from Labor's troubles. In 
the second half of 2005, the Liberals hovered between 26 and 27 per cent primary 
support, with the Nationals floundering between 15 and 16 per cent. But the non-Labor 
parties did find joy in their greatly improved two-party-preferred (2PP) vote, now level 
pegged with Labor at 50 per cent. Yet, in the preferred premier stakes, Beattie still 
dominated: while significantly lower than previous surveys, Beattie nonetheless closed 
the year with 57 per cent support, compared to Springborg's 25 per cent. 
The Liberal and National Parties — Unhappily Married? 
Part of the non-Labor parties' recovery might be attributable to their reformed 
coalition, after eighteen months' separation, on 26 September, a union triggered by the 
Liberals' new found success in two Brisbane by-elections (see below). But self-
congratulations were soon muted when it became clear the new coalition agreement, 
different from all others, carried with it an inherent friction. In short, the premise was 
that the new arrangement would be a "Coalition of equal partners", with neither party 
emerging as "senior". Moreover, each party would retain the right to differ on policy, 
and the right to vote against each other in the parliament (Courier-Mail, 27 September 
2005). Unhelpfully, neither Springborg nor Liberal leader Bob Quinn could say with 
certainty who would be the next non-Labor premier, an uncertainty that provided 
Beattie with ample rhetorical ammunition. Moreover, it immediately became apparent 
that this arrangement, among other troubles, would be fraught with preselection 
difficulties. Each party agreed to provide thirty-three delegates to constitute a sixty-six-
member joint pre-selection committee to choose candidates solely on the basis of merit. 
But such altruism failed to deliver a smooth selection of candidates, with a three- 
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cornered contest earmarked early for the winnable seat of Redlands. The run-up to the 
2007 election would also prove testing for the coalition in terms of policy, with 
disagreements over tree-clearing laws and daylight saving already flagged as 
insurmountable differences (Courier-Mail, 27 September 2005). 
Twin By-Elections 
Speaker Ray Hollis, cleared earlier by a CMC investigation into his alleged misuse of 
entertainment expenses (see previous chronicle), finally resigned, for health reasons, 
his seat of Redcliffe on 21 July. Tony McGrady succeeded Hollis as Speaker of the 
Legislative Assembly, but only after a factional battle between McGrady's Labor Unity 
and Labor Forum's Gary Fenlon (Courier-Mail, 22 July 2005). If caucus was 
unsurprised by Hollis's departure, it was staggered by a similar declaration just days 
later when Treasurer Terry Mackenroth announced his immediate retirement from his 
seat of Chatsworth. Mackenroth, often dubbed "the Fox" for his acute political 
sensitivities, was seen to provide healthy ballast to the Beattie premiership. Indeed, 
Mackenroth's departure would later be speculated upon as contributing to the 
government's seemingly growing inability to climb out from the Health crisis 
quagmire. In the short term, however, the government was faced with two unwanted 
by-elections at the very nadir of its political support. In true underdog mode, the 
Premier, in announcing the by-election date of 20 August, declared each seat 
unwinnable for Labor. Given that Redcliffe and Chatsworth, both metropolitan seats, 
were held by 2PP margins of 7.1 per cent and 11.4 per cent respectively, few found 
Beattie's predictions credible. But, as the campaigns wore on, and with the Greens 
refusing to preference Labor in either seat, defeat became inevitable. The campaigns 
saw $500 million in policy pledges and included a Liberal promise to publish quarterly 
statistics on hospital waiting lists, and a Labor promise not to proceed with a 
controversial plan to build an ambulance station at Camp Hill. While Springborg and 
Quinn campaigned jointly — and in apparent harmony — Beattie attempted the 
politics of distraction by steering the debate toward federal issues, namely 
telecommunication "black spots" and the Howard Government's industrial relations 
reform agenda. Neither issue detracted from voters' concerns over health policy. On 
polling day, voters appeared to snub the Premier at polling booths — a reaction Beattie 
seemed to receive deeply and personally. But perhaps the Premier shouldn't have been 
surprised: in a strange twist, the Liberals — on the strength of private polling — used 
Beattie's face on their Liberal campaign bunting, with the slogan, "Hospitals in crisis, 
asbestos in schools, roads in crisis — it's just not good enough" (Sunday Mail, 21 
August 2005). It seemed Beattie's personality was no longer an advantage but, in fact, 
an electoral liability. The by-elections' results are tabled below. 
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Table One: Redcliffe By-election 20 August 2005: Primary Vote and Swing, by 
Party and Candidate 
Candidate Party Primary Vote 
(%) 
Swing from 2004 
(%) 
Lillian van Litsenburg ALP 39.65 -10.43 
Pete Johnson Green 6.41 +6.41 
*Terry Rogers Liberal 41.17 +5.54 
Susan Meredith One Nation 3.33 +3.33 
Rod McDonough Ind. 0.53 +0.53 
Rob McJanet Ind. 3.80 -10.49 
Terry Shaw Ind. 5.12 +5.12 
* denotes winning candidate 
Source: ECQ. 2004; 2005. <http://www.ecq.qld.gov.au/elections/2005/summary.html >. 
Table Two: Chatsworth By-election 20 August 2005: Primary Vote and Swing, by 
Party and Candidate 
Candidate Party Primary Vote Swing from 
(%) 2004 
(%) 
Chris Forrester ALP 42.54 -13.72 
Elissa Jenkins Green 7.22 -1.51 
*Michael Caltabiano Liberal 48.28 +13.28 
Barry Myatt One Nation 1.96 +1.96 
* denotes winning candidate 
Source: ECQ. 2004; 2005. <http://www.ecq.q1d.gov.au/elections/2005/summary.html >. 
The Liberals finished with 52.49 per cent of the 2PP in Redcliffe (a 2PP swing of 9.59 
per cent) and 51.25 per cent in Chatsworth (a 2PP swing of 12.65 per cent in 
Chatsworth). It appeared the long-awaited Brisbane Liberal revival had begun. 
Other 
Apart from the Hollis and Mackenroth resignations, four other Labor MPs announced 
they would not recontest the next election: Nita Cunningham (Bundaberg), Lesley 
Clark (Barron River), Government Whip Terry Sullivan (Stafford) and former Speaker 
Jim Fouras (Ashgrove). If allusions were drawn to sinking ships, Beattie could at least 
take solace in the fact Bill Shorten, Australian Workers' Union National Secretary and 
federal Labor aspirant, suggested the Queensland Premier would be an asset in 
Canberra. Beattie insisted he would stay on as Premier at least until 2010 (Courier-
Mail, 4 July 2005). Perhaps Beattie was buoyed also by his opening of a time capsule 
interred at the then Queensland Institute of Technology (now QUT) by the then-
Premier Sir Joh Bjelke-Petersen twenty years' previously. Addressed to "the Premier 




economic development. In the state parochialism of a true populist, Beattie responded: 
"[Joh] was very proud of Queensland, and so am I". It seemed health policy was 
forgotten, if only for a minute. 
